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Purpose of Outline: to maintain unity of purpose and coherent organization.  This is the most crucial step of your JRP!  A strong, organized outline will directly lead to a strong, organized paper.  This, like your thesis, if done well will set you up for success. 


This initial outline will be a TOPIC OUTLINE, meaning no 


sentences, just topic ideas.  
Possible means of organizing are:

· Chronological

· Cause and effect

· Process – ex. how a politician was elected

· Logical:  deductive (general to specific) or inductive (specific to general)

Steps:

1. Review all your notes before beginning your outline.

2. Eliminate notes that do not develop your thesis – painful, but necessary.

3. Think about the connections between your notes.

4. Bring related material together under general headings, and arrange these sections so they logically connect with each other.

5. Then order the subjects under each heading in a logical order.

You will probably need to do several outlines before you arrive at a satisfactory one. It is worth the time and trouble, as without a clear and well thought out organization, your paper will lack coherence and will be difficult to follow.

Complete this handout before you write your outline!
· Total note card count at this point is: ________

· Percentage of cards which are direct quotations is (roughly): ________

· Total number of sources used so far: ______
· Sources still to be read are: _____

Directions:
Divide your note cards into separate piles according to subject headings (umbrellas).  Then consider the following questions/items as you move into the organizational part of the research paper process.

1. How many piles do you have? _____

2. List the different subject headings as well as the number of cards per pile:
3. Should any of the piles be combined? _____ Why?

4. Should any of the piles be discarded? ____ (too skimpy)

5. List which piles need more cards/information:
6. How do you think you might organize your material? (chronological, cause and effect etc.)

 JRP Rough Outline

Thesis Statement:  The New York City subway, recently celebrating its 100th anniversary in use, is what allowed the city to become the world’s premier leader in finance, art and media; furthermore, the subway has sustained the American idea of equality for all with its ridership spanning all social stratums and ethnic backgrounds.  
I. Early days of the subway

A. Subway as a lofty idea

1. expansion of boroughs

2. increased population

3. traffic on the streets

a. horse and buggy

b. trolley

B. Building of the Subway

C. Opening Day

D. Early Subway Battles

II. A mature subway

A. Users

B. Low cost

C. Spread to outlying regions

III. Subway unification

A. Subway competition

1. The Hudson River Line

2. Pennsylvania RR Line

3. Long Island Line

B. Price Wars

C. Squalid Conditions 

1. Cleanliness 

a. rodents

b. flooding

D. Need for a public service

IV. The MTA 

A. standardization of the subway

B. cleaning the subway

V. Transportation of all people

A. low fares through the decades

B. non-socio-economic discrimination 

C. connecting businesses and services 

