Transcendental Movement Overview
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· Movement that took place between the 1830s and 1860s 

· Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau are the two most famous transcendentalists

· The movement was inspired by earlier writers such as William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge

· Has its roots in Unitarianism

· In England in the beginning, transcendentalism influenced writing and art. When the transcendental movement hit America it began to influence daily life and beliefs

· The core beliefs of Transcendentalism are: 1. An appreciation and love for Nature 2. Individuality 3. Independence 4. Respect all, even those with differing opinions. The world wouldn’t work if we all believed the same thing. 5. People (the new Americans) just fought to free themselves of a government (the English) that they did not want to be a part of. America should not form a constricting government. 6. Self governance 7. Instinct outweighs reason and logic 8. People are good by nature 9. You should not have to participate in something you disagree with. 10. You are not fully human unless you are striving for true and pure happiness.
