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Primary Sources & Secondary Sources:  General Guidelines for Discerning Between Them
Primary Sources
Primary Sources are records of events as they are first described without any interpretation, manipulation, and commentary.

Primary sources:

· are the first formal appearance of results in the print
· present information in its original form
· are from the general time period
· are examples of original thought
· usually do not offer bibliographic information
Secondary Sources
Secondary Sources offer analysis or a restatement of primary sources.  They are often an attempt to describe or explain primary sources.  Secondary sources can analyze primary source materials in order to argue a point and persuade the reader to hold a certain opinion.

Secondary sources:

· describe, interpret, analyze, and evaluate the primary sources
· comment on and discuss the evidence provided by primary sources
· are one or more steps removed from the event or information to which they refer
· usually offer bibliographic information
Topic


Primary



Secondary

Art


Photographs



Articles critiquing the 









photographs

History


Frederic Douglass’


Book on slavery




Narrative

Literature

F.Scott Fitzgerald’s works

Scholarly essays written









on Fitzgerald’s works

Theatre


Videotape of performance

Biography of the









Playwright
**Primary sources are the driving force of your paper because they allow you to offer an original perspective through analysis in order to support your particular thesis statement.


