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Research Notecards

Note Cards and Noodlebib: There are two types of Notecards you will be creating over the next few weeks:  Source Cards and  Information Cards.  

Journal: You will create a separate page for Source Information (or working bibliography) and Information entries. If you choose this method, you will need to develop a system (possibly colors) to be able to visually show which “cards” belong in the same pile.
Source Cards

For every source that you find, you need to create a bibliography card:


Source ID

Primary or



Secondary?


Works Cited Entry


(MLA FORMAT!)
Information Cards
Once you have a source card for a particular source, you can begin reading or skimming for information that helps you prove your paper and supports your thesis.


Source ID and card #






Umbrella


Author





Recording Information on your “Information Cards:”

There are three different ways to record information on “information cards.”
1. Direct Quotations:  Use direct quotation in secondary sources only in special circumstances, such as when the author’s word is especially important.  Copy the material carefully, exactly as written.

2. Summarize:    When you summarize, you condense an extended idea of argument into a sentence or more in your own words.

3. Paraphrasing:  When you paraphrase, you follow much more closely the author’s original presentation, but you still restate it in your own words.  Paraphrase is most useful when you want to reconstruct an author’s line of reasoning but don’t feel the wording merits a direct quotation.  

Examples:

Direct Quotation:


Summary:


Paraphrase:   

Cards – by their Format:

· write only one fact or idea on a card so that you can easily rearrange the information when you want to
· you should have a Source Card for EVERY source you will site in your paper
Cards -- by the Numbers:


Total Number of Source Cards:  15 to 20









… primary sources









… books








… online databases


Total Number of Information Cards:  depending on your topic – between 90-125
Secondary Source					A








Hood, Clifton.  722 Miles: The Building of the Subways 


	and How They Transformed New York.  The 


	Johns Hopkins University Press: Baltimore, MD 


	1993.  





 History of NYC Subways				A1


Hood








“The 1904 IRT stimulated the growth of vast areas of Manhattan and the Bronx.  The 1913 dual contracts spurred residential expansion across a crescent of undeveloped land that extended from the northern Bronx to Queens and Brooklyn.” 	(p. 17)

















Staple Card Here
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To Bomb or not to Bomb		  	           B1


Ansary 





“We come now to the question of bombing Afghanistan back to the Stone Age….Make the Afghans suffer?  They’re already suffering.  Level their houses?  Done.  Turn their schools into piles of rubble?  Done.  Eradicate their hospitals?  Done….  Cut them off from medicine and health care?  Too late.”				(p. 290-291)





To Bomb or not to Bomb	  	                      B1


Ansary 





If anyone thinks that the Afghans should be bombed for the actions of the Taliban, everything one could think of has already happened.	(p. 290-291)





To Bomb or not to Bomb		  	           B1


Ansary 





The point to consider is should Afghanistan be bombed?  They Afghans are already suffering, their houses have already been destroyed, their schools are no longer physical structures, they have no hospitals and they have been completely cut off from any form of health care.			(p. 290-291)





Info: Paraphrased, Summarized or Direct Quote





Page Number!








