Seminar questions for “Civil Disobedience” by Henry David Thoreau	

OPENING  (choose one of the following to begin the discussion of the document)

1. 	Do you like Thoreau and his ideas?   Why or why not?   
2. 	What word, phrase or line do we need to understand to realize the importance of Thoreau’s work?
3. 	What does Thoreau want use to believe? 

CORE: (use these as a guide for your discussion)

1. 	Who is ultimately more important: the individual, the citizens as a whole, or the government?
What role should we (as citizens) play in society? What are the limits of government should follow in intruding in our daily lives?
Can the government restrict your beliefs?  Are there beliefs or actions that the government should try to alter?
Should we be forced to pay taxes for other people’s needs?

2. 	Can we reach the government that Thoreau’s advocates?
	Are we a democracy in Thoreau’s eyes?  In your eyes?  In the textbook definition of democracy?
	What areas of our government today would Thoreau attack?  Defend
	Are there leaders today that Thoreau would admire?  Detest?  

3. 	In discussing the role of the individual, which quote best outlines your philosophy?

	Thoreau:
“if the injustice is part of the necessary friction of the machine of government, let it go… perchance it will wear smooth - certainly the machine will wear out…. If it is of such a nature that it requires you to be the agent of injustice to another, then , I say, break the law.  Let your life be a counter friction to stop the machine.

Socrates:
“an individual must do what his city or country demands of him or he must change their view of what is just.”

Kennedy:
“ask not what your country can do for you but what you can do for your country.”

	What problems or limitations do you see with the other views?
	What should be the role between the individual and the government?

4. 	Under what circumstances should conscience outweigh the law?
	What should the consequences be for someone who breaks the law?
	Is there ever a valid reason to break a law?
	Can you see yourself breaking a law for a greater cause?  Explain

CLOSING: (choose one)

1. 	What are some situations today where we have examples of people who are working for changes in the name of justice and fairness?  
	To what extent should they go to accomplish their goal?
	Do you applaud or criticize citizens who work for change?
	What advice would Thoreau give them?
2. 	What are the circumstances that would force you to be like Thoreau?
3. 	If Thoreau were alive today how would he judge America?

