
Group writing assessment

Question: Why was exploration of The New Frontier so important to the USA in the 
1950s? 

Keep in mind that you have learned nothing about the Cold War so this will take some time 
to research.  
5 minutes to prepare
25 minutes to research
20 minutes to write

Product examples

1. 

The "Last Frontier" in the 1950's refers to the United States vs. Soviet space race. The 
ongoing Cold War lead to an even bigger divide between these two superpowers, and 
former allies U.S. and Russia. The first major event in the this scientific battle was by 
the Soviet Union in 1957, when they launched a pair of satellites (Sputnik and Sputnik 
II)  to orbit the earth. This achievement made many Ameicans believe that Russia 
possessed much more advanced technology. It goes back to the issues of nuclear 
weapons that caused so much controversy in WWII. People believed that if Russia 
posesesd enough technology to go to the moon, they would have enough technology to 
also create nuclear weapons. The rest of the world feared the launch of these two 
satellites because of their capability to travel to military target more readily. 

Part of The importance of this space-going competition in America was really a matter of 
nationalism more than anything. It was something that the Americans needed to win to 
improve spirits and boost their pride and confidence in their country.

After the launch of the two Sputnik satellites, the USA created NASA, and in 1958 
launched our first successful satellite, Explorer 1. NASA was not only created to benefit 
space exploration, but it was also linked to the governments nuclear weapons program.

Despite US efforts, the Soviets beat them again I'm 1961 by launching cosmonaut Yuri 
Gagarin into Earth's orbit in April. He was the first person ever to accomplish this. 

Kennedy gave a speach about all of this in 1961, saying that boths the arms race and 
space race continued in parallel. He stated that he ebelieved they would land a man on 
the moon before the end of the decade and return his safely to earth. He wanted 
America to commit themselves to this goal. 



A year later, in February 1962, America mirrored the Soviets accomplishment by 
sending out astronaut Glenn, who was the first American to orbit the earth, and he did 
so three times before returning back to Earth. 

This ongoing race contained until 1969 when America got the first man on the moon, 
Neil Armstrong.

This entire struggle between the US and Russia was a most importantly a symbol of the 
ongoing fight between democracy and communism. It provided the US people with 
confidence that they were militarily and technologically superior to the Soviets.

      The Space Race has been described as both a strive for national security and 
assertion of American superiority. The domestic climate leading up to the Space Race 
for the last frontier was one of a "witch hunt." This describes how the United States 
government was seeking out any person with beliefs contrary to their own. 
Organizations such as the House Committee on Un-American Activities along with 
stricter policies by the FBI created instances of execution based on treason. 
Education funds in america also went up because we wanted to have better educated 
kids, so they could have better ideas about science and math that could further our 
spot i. The space race.National security of the time could be represented by the 
public's confidence in their political system (capitalism). The start of the space race 
diverted the American public's attention away from the extermination of opposing 
ideals to the focus on achieving a moon landing before their competitors did. Then 
space race is often viewed as an extension of the Cold War. When Sputnik launched 
on 4 October 1957, it put the Americans into a state of panic. It quickly became easy 
to get funding for space-related projects from the US Government, and NASA 
became the most important tool for America during the space 
race. The Space Race was intimately connected to military superiority as well as 
general technological superiority. The weapon of choice if the Cold War turned hot 
would be intercontinental ballistic missiles, suborbital launch units. Opposing 
countries would have an interest to disable the spy satellites of the other side. But 
most of all, both countries wanted to show the world their general superiority. USSR 
put the first man, Yuri Gagarin, in space in April 1961, followed shortly after by Allen 
Shepard in May. One could argue that the USSR won the battle with the first man in 
space, but America won the space race war with the first man on the moon. Johnson 
continued Kennedy's dedication to the moon landing, saying "I do not believe that this  
generation of Americans is willing to resign itself to going to bed each night by the 
light of a Communist moon." This summarizes the public and political opinion during 
the great space race. The United States had to reestablish their dominance as a 
nation and did so through the space race with their competitor ideals.






